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Translation and Interpretation of Dongba
Script of Caravan in Eya, Sichuan Province

ZENG Xiao-peng

(School of Humanities and Law, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract; This is the first time to have found and publisheda caravan bill which is recorded by Dongbas-
cript. The Dongba script account books have been discovered in recent years,but this is the first time for the car-
avan bill.This paper uses the “five contrasts” of the original text, phonetic transcription, word interpretation,
cross—translation and Chinese translation to explain in detail the glyph structure and meaning of each word as
well as interpret the contents of the bill. Finally, one of the difficult words ¥® is interpreted, and it is consid-
ered to be a pictograph of“plough van”. The word has many variants in various places, and the scholars and
Dongba cannot explain itsorigin. Through examining the Complete Collection, the 26 typical glyphs are divided
into three major types. The differences between the various types reflect the different viewing angles as well as
the choices of the word forgers. In addition, we can see the changes of the shape of the plough.

Key words: Eya;Dongbascript; caravan bill; exegetical interpretation of characters
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