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On Mythical Thought of Cassirer

WANG Yu'?

(1.School of Marxism Studies, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China;

2.School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology , Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Cassirer believes that the entire culture of human beings is an infinite continuous symbolic
form reflected in their mind. Myth, as the first mental imagination, is the way for human beings to grasp and
interpret the world. This “spiritual image” and “symbolic form” is associated with a certain “transcendental”
mechanism of the mind, and it was initially presented as mythical thought. However, as a rule, mythical
thought essentially affects the development and evolution of the human spirit, and then creates all things in the
fields, such as religion, art, history, and science. Therefore, Cassirer regards myth as the matrix of various
cultural forms. The origin of myth is the origin of the world and all things, as well as the order and wisdom.
With the occurrence of origin, human self—consciousness has experienced a continuous crisis. Through the in-
ternal movement of mythical thought, human beings gradually gain knowledge of the world and self from the ig-
norance and chaos by mythical thought. From this point of view, myth is cultural, not primitive.
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(DErnst Cassirer. Mythical Thought. Yale University Press, 1955,p.196.
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