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Know What You Do and Where You Stop: A Probe into
the Significance of Clarifying Bottom Line Awareness and
Bottom Line Thinking

ZHANG Guang-zi
(School of Marxism Studies, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Bottom line awareness includes bottom line cognition and bottom line integrity. To establish a
sense of bottom line, the goal is to ask people to know and stop where they are, and to be a model of disci-
pline. The bottom line thinking includes the prediction of the possible breakthrough of the bottom line, the for-
mulation of the prevention and control plan of the possible breakthrough of the bottom line, and the practical
response after the breakthrough of the bottom line. Adhering to and strengthening bottom line thinking, the
goal is to ask people to be able to know what they are doing, and to be able to do what they are supposed to
do, and to be a model of being courageous and enterprising. It is an important way to improve the cadres’ abili-
ty to use the bottom line thinking by learning the materialistic and dialectical methods, putting oneself into
practice, strengthening the Party spirit cultivation and firmly establishing the “people-centered” concept.

Key words: bottom line awareness ; bottom line thinking; know where you stop; know what you do; cul-
tivation path
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