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On Interrogative Pronouns of Cangshan
Dialect, Changde Prefecture

XU Duo-yi', XU Qian-shi’
(1. Center for Studies of History of Chinese Language, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China;
2. School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Belonging to the Southwest Mandarin, Cangshan dialect, compared with the Standard
Mandarin and other dialects, has its own characteristics in the distribution and usage of its interrogative pro-
nouns. The interrogative pronouns of Cangshan dialect have remained many elements of ancient Chinese. For
example, the interrogative pronoun of “he” (fi]) series has the most distribution, and “mode” ( A1) is the
dialect of Changde Prefecture as well as the featured word. The interrogative pronouns of Cangshan dialect are
distinct from those of the urban areas of Changde Prefecture, which has a lot in common with the dialects of
Hunan, Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai. This is closely related with the mutual influence of the dia-
lects and historic immigrations.

Key words: interrogative pronoun; Cangshan dialect; Standard Mandarin; dialect
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