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From “ Mingjia” to “ Mingxuejia” .
Birth of the Names of “Mingjia” and “Mingxuejia” in Modern Discipline System

GAN Jin
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Guizhou University, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract; There was a name of “sophists” in ancient China, but without the name of “mingxue”. Chi-
nese traditional knowledge classification system had the category of “mingjia” , but without “mingxuejia”.
How was “Mingjia” generated into “ Mingxuejia” 7 With the establishment of the discipline system in the late
Qing Dynasty and the influx of a large number of new nouns and concepts, many new terms, such as “chemis-
try”, “jixue” and “mingxue” were created. The affix “xue” became the suffix for the name of discipline which
was of modern disciplinary significance apart from that it referred to academic thought. Under this background,
“Mingxue” had become a discipline. The term “Mingxuejia” did not evolve naturlly and directly from “ Mingx-
uejia” , which needed the new affix “jia” after the word “Mingxue”. The coinage of the word “Mingxuejia”
was related with the fact that the new word was formed through adding quasi-affix and the lexicalization of Chi-
nese language in modern Chinese.

Key words: mingjia; mingxue; mingxuejia

( RAER T

EE5H)

OF L (B2 5 0B D7 s —— A LAY , Crf LR 228 i (RE 2B 2E M) 92010 AR5 4 1,
@Yijing Zhang. “Is logos a proper noun? Or, is Aristotelian Logic translatable into Chinese?” , Radical Philosophy, 2019(4) : 7.
QWA (AR A e R BT S H B 1T RETE) , (HE &R 2015 4R55 12 1,
@ (A R A ERARD , (SR 2013 4E58 11 #1,
45





