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“Water” Metaphor and Its Connotation in Tao Teh Ching
from the Perspective of Metaphor Theory

MAO Chun-zhou & LI Xiang
(College of Foreign Languages, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China)

Abstract; Metaphors are prevalent in Tao Teh Ching. From where Lao Tsu stands, his metaphorical cos-

mology is proposed to better answer questions in life and politics. “ Water” metaphor is the key metaphor in his

outlooks of life and politics whereas “Mother” metaphor is the key metaphor in the outlook of cosmology,

which is used to elaborate on the process of “Tao produces everything in the world”. “Mother” metaphor, to-

gether with metaphors including “water” , aims to describe permanence and profoundness of Tao. Besides, wa-

ter, characterized by “dwelling in lower places”, “weakness” and “clarity” , corresponds to “non-conten-

tiousness” , “suppleness” and “tranquility” respectively, which reflects a traditional outlook of ancient peo-

ple’ s Bi’ de. Lastly, the systemacity and completeness of philosophical ideas in Tao Teh Ching lies in the con-

striction and selectiveness performed by “water” metaphor to mapping features of other metaphors.

Key words: Tao Teh Ching; Lao Tsu; conceptual metaphor; water; non-action
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