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Criticism and Reflection on Empiricism by
Mao Zedong and Sinicization of Marxism

XIONG Hui

(Institute of the Chinese Nation Cohesiveness, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract: Amid the criticism, and reflection on the empiricism trend within the Communist Party of Chi-
na and the sinicization of Marxism, Mao Zedong Thought was finally developed by the CPC Party members un-
der the guidance of Mao Zedong. First, according to Marxist epistemology and contradiction theory, Mao criti-
cized empiricism. By overcoming its biased and one-sided view of problems, he pointed out the underlying
philosophic logic that supported the localization of experience gained by Chinese people during their revolution-
ary fights.Second, based on Marxist cosmology, he drew a criticism on the empiricism problem existing among
peasant-background Red Army soldiers, who held ideas like equalitarianism, individualism, subjectivism, ig-
norance of discipline, and extreme democratization, finding the main purpose of sinicizing China’s experience
on revolutionaries. Third, from the perspective of ideology and thinking methods, he revealed the absolute so-
cial reasons, manifestation, and harms of the empiricism believed by petty bourgeoisie, and put forward a
practical thinking route, which suggested that China’s experience on revolutionaries should take on Chinese
characteristics while referring to Marxism.

Key words: Mao Zedong; empiricism; sinicization of Marxism
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