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A Half Century Study of Chinese Migrant Workers .
Based on Personal Investigation and Experience

ZHOU Da-ming
(School of Sociology and Anthropology, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract; In the late 1980s, the author studied a large number of migrant workers in China, and have

been concerned about the latest research trends of migrant workers. Domestic researches mainly focus on the dif-

ferentiation and transformation of migrant workers, casual workers, urban minorities, urban new immigrants, mi-

grant workers and urbanization, while foreign studies mainly focus on overseas Chinese migrant workers. At pres-

ent, a large number of rural labor force flowing to the city is still the mainstream of migrant workers. Migrant

workers are distributed in all parts of China and various industries. They have a wide impact on China’s economic

and social life. China’s future economic development is still closely related to migrant workers.

Key words: Chinese migrant workers; personal research ;research trends
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