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Weak Integration and Transnational Pendulum.
on the Transnational Flow of Hunan Rural Population in Laos

ZHANG En-xun

( Department of Sociology, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract; Since 1989, the Hunan rural populations, who moved to Laos to do business and work, has

the characteristics of “transnational pendulum” and “weak integration”. It is difficult to explain the accultura-

tion from the developing countries to the developed countries by the previous theories of cultural adaptation.

This paper gives up the research perspective of immigration destination, but from the perspective of hometown

economy, relationship network and Chinese policy, discusses the reasons why Hunan rural populations “flow

without dwelling” .

Key words: acculturation; transnational pendulum; south-south mobility
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