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Mao Zedong’s Practical Philosophy Based on
the Guidance of Actual Issues

HAN Bu-jiang

(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University of Science and Technology, Nanjing 210094, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s practical philosophy is not a system of pure abstract speculation, but a crystalli-
zation of wisdom on how to understand and carry out social practice scattered in Mao Zedong’s social practice
activities and theoretical works. The difference from the abstract “practical philosophy” lies in that it adheres
to starting from reality and based on the guidance of actual problems, thinking and studying specific “social
practice”. However, it is not bound by social practice and does not stay at the level of perceptual experience,
but emphasizes development, revolution and scientificity. It has reached the level of philosophical world
outlook and methodology, but it is different from traditional metaphysics. It is the product of the unification of
Marxist universal truth with China’s specific conditions and the solution of social practice problems, which has
strong reality and value. The real material force that can change reality is different from the theoretical system
that limits practice to the category of ontology. From the perspective of On Protracted War, we can find that
Mao Zedong’s practical philosophy is based on the guidance of actual problems, which is the key to the value
and significance of On Protracted War in the contemporary era, and we can still use this as a reference for car-
rying out specific and great social practice activities in the new era.

Key words: problem orientation; practical philosophy; Mao Zedong; protracted war
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