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On the “Four Changes” of Mao Zedong’s Philosophical Thought

CHANG Gai-xiang"?
(1. School of Humanities and Social Science, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China;

2. School of Politics, Law and Public Administration, Yan’an University, Yan’an 716000, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s philosophical thought scientifically answers the question of “where to go” in
modern China, which has the characteristics of abandoning the past and searching for the new in the history of
Chinese philosophy. It successfully transforms traditional Chinese philosophy from “turning knowledge into wis-
dom” into practical wisdom, from “collision of views” into “transcendence and development” of foreign phi-
losophy, from focusing on “philosophical principles” into “practical methods” , and from “promoting moderni-
zation” into “innovative development”. The formation and development of Mao Zedong’s philosophy are the re-
markable achievements of Chinese Marxist philosophy and traditional Chinese philosophy, indicating the devel-
oping trend of Chinese philosophy in the new era.

Key words: Mao Zedong’s philosophical thought; traditional Chinese philosophy; western philosophy;
Chinese Marxist philosophy; four “changes”
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