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On Characteristics, Risks and Punishments of Distrust in
the Process of China’s Governance Modernization

LU Liang & SU Rui
(School of Public Administration, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; Distrust is always accompanied by risks and crises. As to the modernization of governance, it
is vital to prevent and resolve the trouble caused by distrust, such as management disorder and social anomie.
In the process of modernization of China’s system and capacity for governance, the evolutionary logic of distrust
involves many aspects as follows: the diversification and virtualization in dishonest subjects, the interweaving
of multiple inducements to distrust, the correlation of real and virtual dishonest scenes, the shift from gradual
to abrupt dishonest process, and fission expansion from dishonest effects. Distrust gives rise to the increase of
moral hazard, social transaction costs, difficulties in social governance during the transition period, public risk
perception deviation and difficulties of social risks notification and control. With the goal for modernization of
China’s system and capacity for governance, faith-breaking punishment should take modernization as the direc-
tion, the law as the baseline, the virtue as the support, the issue as the orientation, and joint implementation
of policies as the reliance.
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