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On the Achievements and Demonstrative Significance of the Paratext
of Wen xuan or Selections of Refined Literature Translated
with Annotations by David R. Knechtges

WANG Hui

(School of Foreign Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: The broad range and unique approach to the paratext of Wen xuan or Selections of Refined Liter-
ature translated by American Sinologist David R. Knechtges provides distinctive characteristics and critical aca-
demic value as follows: (1) A fully-developed system of paratext combines the styles of traditional Chinese
commentary with the styles of Western ancient Chinese literature translation and has its creativity. (2) The
notes are abundant in content and take full advantage of the academic achievements of ancient and modern
Chinese scholars and Western academicians in the utilization while also giving voice to Knechtges’ research.
(3) The large paratext system is an academic inheritance of the application of philology of some former sinolo-
gists and is evidence of Knechtges’ academic mission to effectively disseminate ancient Chinese fu by adopting
“translation+paratext”. (4) It brings methodological enlightenment to the translation of ancient Chinese litera-
ture, as well as cross—language and cross-cultural communication.

Key words: David R. Knechtges; Wen xuan or Selections of Refined Literature; paratext
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