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Urban Writing of Detroit in Angela Flournoy’s The Turner House

LIU Qi-jun
(School of Education, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract; African American writer Angela Flournoy composes a story about her hometown Detroit and its

people, presenting the city as a place plagued by violence, class struggle, racial conflict and homelessness,

and exploring how people’s social power, social classes and racial identities affect urban space layout and re-

sources distribution. Through analysis of the novel’s urban writing and integration of the fictional city and the

real city, a glimpse can be provided into the problems inherent in the developing modes of Detroit, reasons of

the city’s going downhill and struggle of the urbanite against the dehumanizing forces of modern

industrialization over the last fifty years.

Key words: Turner House; Detroit; urban literature ; urban writing
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