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The Implication of the Ghost in Drabble’s The Red Queen

WU Li-juan
(School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract; Margaret Drabble’s novel The Red Queen has been highly concerned by academia and mass
media since its publication. The creative techniques in the novel have been touched off a heated debate about
the postmodern narrative and the ghost narrative within the academia. However, among the valuable
researches, the most unique setting, i.e. the ghost is ignored. Actually, the ghost has fused into the rhetorical
dimension, historical dimension and even the time dimension that Drabble expects to fulfill in the novel.
Meanwhile, Drabble’s depiction of such a ghost has related to some important events in history. It not only
represents her postmodernist writing standpoint, but also helps to bring out her unique care of the times and
individual existence in the contemporary world.

Key words: The Red Queen; the ghost; deconstruction; formation; Margaret Drabble
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