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From Ancestors to “Gaxian” . The Occurrence of the Ritual of

Tomb Sacrifice of the Miao Ethnic Group in Xiangxi-.
A Case Study of Jixin Miao Village in Fenghuang County, Western Hunan

TTIAN Ni

( College of Literature and Journalism, Jishou University, Jishou 416000, Hunan China)

Abstract: After the Miao ethnic group in Xiangxi ( western Hunan) was brought into administration in
the middle and late Qing Dynasty. With the deepening of local governance, the Miao people gradually
abandoned their traditional ancestor worship rituals of “Tiao Guzang” ( eating cattle among closely related
villages) and “Zhui Niu” (eating cattle in the family) , which were replaced by the ritual of tomb sacrifice to
Gaxian (ghosts of ancestors). The replacement of the ritual reflects the choice of sacred power of the Miao
ethnic group in Xiangxi in order to meet the needs of life. In this process, the Miao people restate the value of
family belief. The divine belief promoted by the dynasty is a structural network containing the sacred power and
value of the deity. The people weave the local tradition into the structural network through the re—expression of
the value of the deity and the combination of rituals and local traditions, and maintain the characteristics of the
local culture.

Key words: ancestor; Gaxian ( ghosts of ancestors) ; Miao ethnic group in Xiangxi ( western Hunan) ;

ritual of tomb sacrifice; ethnic folk belief
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