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From Film to Novel. On Cross-media Narrative of
A Pale View of Hills

YANG Li

(School of Foreign Languages, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: A Pale View of Hills is Kazuo Ishiguro’s debut novel, and its creation is influenced by Japanese

directors such as Yasujird Ozu and Akira Kurosawa. Ozu’s films are mainly characterized by the theme of family

ethic, aimed at revealing universal humanity across linguistic, cultural and ethnic boundaries, which is exactly

what Ishiguro attempts to achieve in his novels.In Rashomon directed by Akira Kurosawa, fractal narrative

strategy is adopted, and in A Pale View of Hills, it is through fractal narrative strategy that the network of

characters is woven. In addition, suspense setting in Ishiguro’s novel is also significantly affected by Rashomon.

Key words: A Pale View of Hills; cross-media narrative; family ethic; fractal narrative; scene setting
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