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A Contrastive Abstraction Study of Chinese and
English “N+N” Formal Units

XING Qiu-hong & LIAO Guang-rong
(College of Foreign Studies, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: “N+N” formal unit is demonstrated with simple form but complex meaning. From the
contrastive perspective, similarities and differences of the Chinese and English “N+N” formal units for the
same object in the same context have been studied. It reveals that the shared cognitive similarities of the
Chinese and English “N+N” form units lie in their embodiment basis, macro abstraction mechanism, macro
restricting factors and both result in abstraction; differences of the abstraction of the Chinese and English “N+
N” form units lie at the levels of concept type, prominent target, and the concrete routines. A study of their
cognitive similarities and conceptualization differences can be beneficial to exploring their general abstraction
laws and knowing the essence.

Key words: “N+N” formal unit; abstraction ways; restraining factor; similarities and differences
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