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Kant’'s Faces in Mao Zedong’s Discourse Space

WANG Zhen-min
(School of Marxism Studies, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)

Abstract: The contact between Mao Zedong and Kant’s theory ran through the whole process of
preparation, formation and development of Mao Zedong’s philosophical thoughts. In his youth, Mao Zedong
combined Kant’s subject philosophy and Chinese philosophy to explore the great source of saving the state. In
Yan’an period, Mao Zedong criticized the philosophical root of dogmatism in the Party by criticizing Kant’s
dialectics and agnosticism. During the period of socialist construction, Mao Zedong expressed his own ideas
through the examination of Kant’s natural philosophy, political philosophy and the overall evaluation of Kant’s
philosophy. It can be said that Kant’s philosophy was an important theoretical material used by Mao Zedong to
understand Marxism, carry out theoretical struggling and political struggling, and clarify diplomatic strategic
thoughts.

Key words: Mao Zedong; Kant; faces
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