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On the Enlightenment of Mao Zedong’s “ A Talk with Musicians”
to Promote “Two Combinations”

LUO Xin
(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; In 1956, Mao Zedong specifically discussed that art should have national style and national
form, emphasized that China’ s things have their own laws, and reiterated the logical necessity and importance
of “sinicization of Marxism” from a philosophical perspective through the discussion of artistic expression and
revolutionary expression. This series of important theses on the basic principles of “sinicization” contain many
pairs of philosophical dialectical relations between universal principles and national forms ( commonness and
individuality ) , sinicization and internationalization, tradition and modernization, which are conducive to
further strengthening cultural confidence, building a socialist cultural power and further promoting the “two
combinations” of the sinicization of Marxism (“combining the basic principles of Marxism with China’ s
specific reality and with China’ s excellent traditional culture” ). It has the following enlightenment. First, the
form of “basic principles of Marxism and Leninism” should be different in different countries. Second, Chinese
and western cultures should change from two “half bottle of vinegar” and be organically combined into “one
bottle of vinegar”. Third, we should critically absorb and learn from the western method of “weaving hats” to
make “Chinese hats”.
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