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An Exploration of Shen Youding's Theory of Meaning

GU Cheng-cheng' & JIN Li’
(1. School of Philosophy and Sociology, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China;
2. School of Philosophy, Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Theory of meaning is the core issue of modern philosophy of logic and philosophy of language.
Starting from the epistemology of Buddhist and drawing on Husserl’s theory of intentionality, Shen Youding
made a specific discussion on the formal structure, meaning and truth value of Chinese expressions, forming a
systematic research system of theory of meaning. In the discussion of the relationship among language, thought
and object, Shen Youding defended his nominalism position. Shen Youding’s research on theory of meaning not
only has advanced theoretical significance in the development of Chinese philosophy of language in the early
20th century, but also has important enlightening value for solving the frontier problems in contemporary
philosophy of logic and philosophy of language research, such as the problem of empty proper names, and
providing new ideas and development directions for the research of Chinese philosophy.

Key words: Shen Youding; meaning theory; Nominalism; Chinese philosophy
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