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On the New Features of Trauma Narratives in the
British War Novels of the New Century

LIU Hu-min
(Faculty of English Language and Culture, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China)

Abstract: War novel has always been a literary genre in the retrospect and construction of war memories.
Influenced by the traditional narration of heroic epics, the narratives of early British war novels have adopted
the top-down perspective, focusing on the grand war scenes, important military actions or heroes. However,
new features have started to emerge in the trauma narratives of the war novels of this century: emphasis on the
plight confronted by returned soldiers when reintegrating themselves into their families and the society,
exploration of human nature in the war narratives and depiction of love stories during the war to contrast the
cruelties of wars and express people’s longing for a happy life.

Key words: trauma narratives; plight; human nature; love stories
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