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Criticism of“ Immaterial Labor” ; Negri and Hardt’s Ideas of Artistic
Production and Their Contemporary Aesthetic Significance

TAN Jia-yi & DUAN Ji-fang
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract; Immaterial labor is a key concept and theoretical idea proposed by Negri and Hardt. By placing
important propositions such as multitude, social relations, abstraction and reality, production and reproduction
within the theoretical framework of immaterial labor, they successfully activate the concept of immaterial labor in
the context of Western Marxist aesthetic theory and postmodern art, and integrate aesthetic and artistic
considerations to distill the aesthetic idea of artistic production with redemption and resistance as its core. The
idea of immaterial labor puts forward a new theoretical perspective on production, and provides a new theoretical
paradigm and discourse idea for the expansion and deepening of contemporary art production theory.

Key words: Antonio Negri; Michael Hardt; immaterial labor; artistic production; aesthetic redemption
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