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Mao Zedong’s Proposal and Establishment of
the Main Social Contradiction Category

ZHANG Ting-guang
(School of Marxism Studies, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong proposes and establishes the main social contradiction category, which has not
only important ideological sources both at home and abroad, but also a solid foundation of revolutionary
practice. Mao Zedong formally puts forward and establishes the main social contradiction category after
experiencing the ideological evolution of the formation stage of the ideological tendency of contradiction
imbalance, and the formation stage of the thought of contradictory imbalance. Mao Zedong’s proposal and
establishment of the main social contradiction category, which creatively develops the ideological tendency of
contradictory imbalance both at home and abroad, inherits and enriches Marxist contradictory thought, is of
great significance to grasp the evolution of social basic contradictions, deepen the understanding of basic
national conditions, clarify and complete the Party’s central task in differently historical stages.

Key words: main social contradictions; Mao Zedong; ideological origin; practical basis; significance
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