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How to Justify a Modal Belief?

ZHAO Xian
( Department of Philosophy, Hebei University, Baoding 071002, China)

Abstract; The objects of modal beliefs are modal propositions. In what sense are modal beliefs
reasonable? This is the justification of modal beliefs. If the possible propositions can be justified as objects of
modal beliefs, then other modal propositions, which can be defined through the possible propositions, can also
be justified. However, the previous strategy of appealing to conceivability is difficult to become an effective
justification strategy of modal beliefs, while an appropriate one should be to construct a possible world in which
there is a causal chain, and the event corresponding to the proposition that needs to be justified is the result of
the causal chain, and it occurs due to one or some possible events which are the causes of the causal chain. A
successful justification is a justification of the causal chain and the causes.

Key words: modal belief; possible proposition; justification; causal chain; contingent event
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