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On the Transformation Track and Basic Characteristics of
Family Historical Novels in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

GONG Shu
(Research Institute of Core Socialist Values, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; Compared with other historical romance novels, the evolution of the family historical novels of
the Ming and Qing Dynasties shows a unique transformation track and some basic textual appearances. In terms
of subject matter selection, they outline the history of a nation and a country with a description of the fate of an
aristocratic family. In terms of value orientation, they not only praise the generals and families who set the
loyalty and bravery as their family traits and offer a strong resistance to foreign invaders, but also compose a
sad song about the fate of individuals (families) who can not resolve the contradiction between ambition and
reality. In terms of characterization, they focus on the general and commander who pay equal attention to filial
piety and loyalty, the family generals with different surnames wandering between good and evil, and the female
generals who move from male vassal to the protagonist of the battlefield. In terms of narrative strategy, they
take historical romance and heroic legend narrative techniques as the main body, blending organically various
narrative factors of supernatural novels and human feelings novels.

The Romance of the Yang Family; Shuo Yue Quan Zhuan;
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