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Historical Investigation about Mao Zedong'’s
Scientific Cognizance of Traditional Culture

WANG Lei
( Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 2120023, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s scientific cognizance about traditional cultural has gone through a historical
process from spontaneousness to consciousness. From the period of the early knowledge enlightenment and the
shape of the world views, to the period of thought transformation and various doctrine choices about study in
Changsha, and finally the period of establishing communist beliefs and practicing accumulation, his
cognizance about traditional culture develops the spontaneity from the reflective thinking to the calm thinking,
and fiunally the consciousness of “taking its essence and removing its dross” under the guidance of sinicization
of Marxism. Based on Mao Zedong’s historical survey of his scientific cognizance about traditional cultural, the
perspective of analysis of Marxist historical materialism is used, and the world outlook, epistemology and
methodology dimension are carried out. Clarifying the history and the logic about Mao Zedong’s scientific
cognizance of traditional culture is the final purpose. It is of important value and significance for the deepening
of scientific cogrizance about traditional culture, further promotion of the sinicization of Marxism, and the
practice of concrete cultural construction in the process of socialism with Chinese characteristics for a new era.

Key words: Mao Zedong; traditional culture; Marxism; the sinicization of Marxism
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