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Reading the Experience of Time in
Now Is the Time to Open Your Heart

GUO Jian-fei
(College of Foreign Languages, Jishou University, Jishou 416000, China)

Abstract; Time and many other expressions concerning time appear repeatedly in Now Is the Time to
Open Your Heart. The present experience of time becomes its main theme; by using direct quotation without
quotation marks and mixing the present tense with the past one, the past experience of time is put into the
present experience of time, thus leading to the cross boundary between the present and the past. As far as the
text implies, there lies a reciprocal relationship between ancestors and descendants that accompanies both
repetition and circulation of time, referring to the boundlessness between the present and the past, which
coincides with the time experience of “the present is all there ever is” in the narrative of the novel.

Key words: present experience of time; Now Is the Time to Open Your Heart; narrative representation;
connotation of the text
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