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On the Historical Formation of Mao Zedong’s Industrialization Thought

XU Kun

(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing 211100, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s industrialization thought has come out from the tortuous practice of exploring
China’s industrialization since modern times. The formation and development of this thought have undergone a
series of complex historical changes. During the revolutionary war period, Mao Zedong scientifically recognized
the dialectical relationship between industrialization and national independence and prosperity, presupposed the
future socialist development direction of industrialization, and put forward the construction of the political
premise of industrialization through revolution. After the victory of the new democratic revolution, Mao Zedong’s
industrialization thought realized the transformation from theoretical assumption to large-scale actual practice,
and the all-round learning of the Soviet Union’s industrialization experience, which marked the comprehensive
advancement of Mao Zedong’s industrialization thought. With the exposure of the problems in the process of
socialist construction in the Soviet Union, Mao Zedong’s industrialization thought shifted from “learning from the
Soviet Union” to “learning from the Soviet Union with critical attitudes”, clearly put forward China’s
industrialization problems, and shaped the historical subject consciousness of China’s industrialization construction.

Key words: Mao Zedong; industrialization; socialism; historical formation
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