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Posthuman Child Subject and Subjectivity in
Klara and the Sun

WU Ling-ying & NIE Qing
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Kazuo Ishiguro’s latest novel Klara and the Sun (2021) explores the issue of children subjects
and their subjectivity in the posthuman era through the perspective of the Al child robot Clara. On the one
hand, although the posthuman children represented by Josie become smarter after being “lifted” by
technology, they encounter both physical defects and loss of empathy, hence presenting the characteristics of
. On the other hand, the Al child robot Clara breaks through the discipline of technology for

“territorialization”

children, and shows the warmth of humanity, manifesting the “deterritorialization” of the human children’ s
bodies. When the subjectivity of technical subjects exceeds that of the human, the relationship between human
subjects and technical subjects will become a proposition that humans have to rethink , which makes it possible
to construct a new type of human—machine community, supplying ethical reflection for establishing an open,
inclusive and positive subject relationship in the future society.

Key words: Klara and the Sun; Kazuo Ishiguro; posthuman child; subject and subjectivity; human—

machine community
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