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Category Feature Types and Subcategorization Strategies of
Chinese Compounds

YAN Hong-ju & LIU Wen-hua

(School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of categorization, the semantic function of Chinese compounds is to
realize subcategorization, and the semantic structure of compounds is “category feature + category”. The
subordinate components of Chinese compounds are classified to highlight the category features, which can be
divided into three categories, i.e. contrastive features, marked features and prominent features. The core
components represent the categories, which are at different levels. Different types of category feature
morphemes and different levels of category morphemes are combined to realize the subcategorization of Chinese
compounds at different levels.
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