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Schwartz’s Researches on Mao Zedong from “Two Combinations”

WANG Ya'ru
(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; Benjamin Schwartz’s researches to Mao Zedong and his thought is overall rational in attitude,
rich in content, innovative in perspective, and diverse in approach. He not only emphasizes “theorization” ,
pushing the researches on Mao Zedong toward academicization in the gap between politics and ideology.
Moreover, he highlights “ diversification” and draws the “portrait of Mao Zedong” by applying different
methods and perspectives. He also underlines the “humanization” by exploring the “universal” significance of
Mao Zedong and his thought across the boundaries of time and space based on the common concerns of human
society that “fails to be definitely resolved”. Admittedly, Schwartz’s studies presents a different “exotic color”
from that in China based on his distinctive knowledge background, discipline consciousness, and value
purposes, among which there are misinterpretations and theoretical limitations. Therefore, we should
understand and grasp Schwartz’s research from the perspective of “Two Combinations”.
Key words: Mao Zedong; Benjamin Schwartz; Marxism; Chinese traditional culture
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