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Disease Writing and an Ethics of Care inStill Alice

LIU Kun
( School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing Medical University, Nanjing 211112, China)

Abstract: The “demonized” and “idealized” representation of Alzheimer’s disease in the overt plot and

the subtext of Still Alice not only reveal the “truth” about the disease, but can be associated with the novel’s

critique of the healthcare system and its ethical concerns over the crisis of care in the healthcare system,

thereby casting light on how the novel constitutes a significant arena where the author Genova shows her

reaction to the “polarized” arguments over the disease and her reflection on the problem of care. The views on

care Genova conveys in Still Alice coincides with the idea of humanitarian care proposed by Arthur Kleinman,

with the ethics of care constructed in the fiction providing literary evidence for the latter’s medical

anthropological practice.

Key words: Lisa Genova; Still Alice; Alzheimer’s disease; care; “demonization”
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