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Criteria for Judging the ldentifiable Elements in Personal Information

LIU Zong-sheng & ZHANG Yi
(School of Credit Risk Management, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: The boundary between personal information and private information has changed from being
mixed to being clear, and its definition mode has also developed from “identification theory” to “association
theory”. There are three criteria for judging the identifiability of information, i.e. the identification subject
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should adopt the “subjective theory” to realize the connection between personal information protection and the
constituent elements of tort liability. On the identification object, the “identification” limit needs to be
interpreted as “ identity recognition”, at least two or more identifiers are required to complete the
identification, and at least one identifier in the social sense is required. In terms of identification methods, the
existence of direct identification methods is debatable, and taking the correlation of personality interests as the
criterion for judging personal information in indirect identification can avoid excessive extension of personal
information.

Key words: personal information; identity recognition; behavior recognition; direct identification;

indirect identification
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