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Analyzing the Entanglement Between Modernity and Tradition from
Hu Shi’s Translation of Classical Poems

With a Focus on the Translation of Jiefu Yin

LI Ting
(School of Liberal Arts, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract: Hu Shi’s Translation of Zhang Ji’s Jiefu Yin with Postscript is a creative translation, which
embodies three aspects of modern and traditional conflicts. First, the translation of the poem transforms the
traditional thoughts, greatly reduces the color of feudal ethics, and opposes the old morality, but it is still a
compromise transformation, which embodies the values being formed in the transitional period. Secondly, it
points to the exploration of modern poetry at the dual level of content and form, which reflects the complex
relation between getting rid of and using the tradition. Modern translation is an experimental way of modern
poetry,, which promotes the development of modern poetry. Thirdly, the translated poem expresses the subtle
psychology of traditional marriage and free love. From its translation, it can be seen that the entanglement of
modernity and tradition has multiple meanings for the intellectuals of the May 4th Movement, and modern
translation is the embodiment of the integration of the old and new cultures.

Key words: Jiefu Yin; modernity and tradition; modern poetry experiment; entanglement
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