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“Digitalized Forgetting” . The Internet
Language Crisis of Data Memory

ZHANG Shun-jun

(School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of memory, language confronts pressures in both information processing
and information exchange. Under the requirements of information processing, the language of storage pursues
the principle of “technology” priority, while under the requirements of information exchange, the language of
memory is presented as “power” selectivity. From a linguistic point of view, Internet language is a digital
script. Due to the exireme development of technology, it presents a unique memory structure; the
“technology” of connection that turns static into motion and the “power” of computation that turns nothing into
something. However, Internet language has not reduced the occurrence of memory crises, but has presented
itself in two extreme forms of “digitalized forgetting” , namely “not remembering” and “not forgetting”. This
serves as a reminder that the most critical method for resolving the memory crisis in the Internet age is to
maintain the tension between remembering and forgetting.

Key words: data memory; digitalized forgetting; memory crisis; Internet language
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