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The Core Tenets of Marxist Scientific Method.

Based on Marx and Engels’ Critique of Comte’s Positivism

ZHAO Li"?
(1. Center for Studies of Marxist Social Theory, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China;
2. Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: In the face of the onslaught of mainstream Western humanistic and social scientific thinking
with positivism as its methodological base, it is necessary for Marxism to respond to it doctrinally. Marx and
Engels’ critique of Comte’s positivism reveals Marxism scientific method. In terms of the history of ideas, both
positivism and Marxism were born on the basis of the Enlightenment and the development of natural science.
However, Comte’s positivism was a theoretical echo of the bourgeoisie’s establishment of capitalist social order,
emphasizing intuition, nature and morality in its methodology. The Marxism created by Marx and Engels truly
inherited the critical spirit of the Enlightenment and viewed the prospects of human history in a dialectical
way, emphasizing totality, history and revolution in its methodology. Compared with Comte’s positivist
methodology, the core essence of Marxist scientific method is embodied in the empirical method based on
“confirmation” , adhering to the scientific methods of “rising from the abstract to the concrete” and “the unity
of history and logic”.
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