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On the Marriage Emancipation of Urban Women in
the Early Days of the Founding of New China.

Focused on the Implementation of The Marriage Law of 1950

YAO Er-tao & LI Duan-xiang

(School of Marxism Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; In order to emancipate women from feudal marriage, the Central People’s Government
promulgated The Marriage Law of 1950 shortly after the founding of New China. Although the law has provided
sufficient protection for women’s marital rights and interests in its formulation and contents, the true
emancipation of women’s marriage depends on the implementation of The Marriage Law. Under the guidance of
the Central Government, various cities have preliminarily implemented The Marriage Law. While achieving
certain results, there were also many problems. To this end, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China designated March in 1953 as the month for promoting and implementing The Marriage Law. Measures
were taken to reform the marriage concepts of cadres and the masses, strengthen to promote and implementat
The Marriage Law, and protect women’s marriage rights and interests, with various cities actively responding to
and implementing them. In the end, urban women have achieved significant results in emancipating their
marriage in terms of freedom of marriage, personal rights, and the formation of new marriage concepts.

Key words: The Marriage Law; urban women; Democratic Women’s Federation; marriage emancipation
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