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Zhou Dunyi’s Views of Poetry and Prose and
Its Philosophical Implications

SHANG Rong

( Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Zhou Dunyi was not only the originator of Neo-Confucianism in the Song and Ming Dynasties,

but also the founder of the poetic creation paradigm of Neo-Confucianism in the Song Dynasty. He highly

praised poetry and thought that “poetry can be revived” ,which could express “Zengdian Qixiang” ,

“ et
writings

are for conveying truth”, and the integration of literature and Taoism. Zhou Dunyi’s poems were deeply

influenced by Neo-Confucianism. His poems revealed his pursuit of “pleasure of Confucius and Yan”

contained the profound philosophy of “maintaining tranquility without desire”.

the beginning of “Lianluo Fengya”

by later generations. It was also from Zhou Dunyi that

, which
Zhou Dunyi’s poems were called

“Neo-Confucian

poetry” gradually emerged in the poetry circle of the Song Dynasty.

Key words: Zhou Dunyi; the views of poetry and prose; writings are for conveying truth; maintaining

tranquility without desire
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