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Three-dimensional Coordinates for Measuring the Historical
Effects of Chinese Path to Modernization

ZHANG Ming & FANG Yu-di
('School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract; Chinese path to modernization is born out of the century-long historical struggle of the
Communist Party of China. The leadership of the Party and socialism constitute a dual perspective for
measuring the essence of Chinese path to modernization, shaping the Chinese characteristics of Chinese path to
modernization on the basis of local reality. This fundamentally determines that to grasp the value and
significance of Chinese path to modernization, it is necessary to break through the single dimension of national
practice and to recognize it at the universal level of world history. In terms of basic theory, Chinese path to
modernization has enriched and developed the Marxist theory of modernization based on China’s local
experience; in terms of actual practice, Chinese path to modernization has transcended the a priori logic of
western modernization with its empirical facts and provided Chinese experience for late-developing nation-states
to explore the modernization path independently; in terms of higher civilizational dimension, Chinese path to
modernization makes the practice of modernization essentially related to the re-creation of new civilization, and
creates a new narrative of human civilization.

Key words: Chinese path to modernization ; socialism; new model for human advancement
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