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(1)1 have two children.

(2) (Do you have two beers in the
fridge?) 1 have two beers in the fridge.

(3) (How many beers do you have in
the fridge?) I have two beers in the fridge.

(4) (How many courses may I be al-
lowed to take?) Matriculated students are
allowed to take five courses.
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On Conventional Meanings of Definite Descriptions
and Numerical Quantifier Phrases .

from the Viewpoint of the Semantics/Pragmatics Demarcation

RONG Li-wu'*?
(1. School of Philosophy and Social Development, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China;
2. Institute of Logic and Cognition, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract; Grice utilizes the theory of conversational implicature to elucidate the presupposition of the
definite descriptions when we put them into use. He provides a comprehensive analysis at both semantic and
pragmatic levels, demonstrating a profound philosophical insight. The conventional meaning of a definite
description is context-independent, but it refers to something that is context-dependent. The fallacy associated
with definite descriptions is that their conventional meaning does not indicate the presupposition they carry
when used. Grice employs the conversational foundations or common grounds accepted by speaker and
1”7, and

proposes syntax rewriting rules to eliminate these presuppositions markers. Grice supports Russell’s analytical

audience to uncover the source of the presuppositions and designates them with symbols like “[ -:-

method with minimal adjustments, which vindicates Russell’s semantic framework’s elucidation of the
existential presupposition of definite descriptions (includes “the F” phrases). The analysis model is expanded
to include pragmatic analysis of numerical quantifier phrases, in order to explicate the conventional meaning of
quantifier phrases and thus furnish a fresh theoretical resource for semantic/pragmatic demarcation.

Key words: definite descriptions; numerical quantifier phrases; presupposition; conversational

implicature; conventional meaning
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