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On the Dialect Distribution of Animate
Classifiers and Typological Features

WU Ying

(School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: By investigating the use of the classifiers that measure animate things in dialects, we find that
unlike other numeral classifier systems, Chinese classifier system does not strictly distinguish “human/non-
human” , “animate/inanimate” or “human/animal/inanimate”. Chinese usually adopts universal classifiers
and shape classifiers to measure “human” and “animal”, although there are a few classifiers for specially
measuring human and animals, its usage range is limited. The classifiers of measuring “plant” have the
commonness of typology. They are all derived from plants or plant parts, and can evolve into shape classifiers.
The Chinese classifier system of measuring living things should belong to a special type of classifier system.
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