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“Lines” Coding and “Stage” Adaptation. A Dramaturgical Social
Performance for the Meaning of Fandom Words

ZHANG Wei-sheng', JIANG Lan® & WANG Yan-long
(1. School of Music, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China;
2. School of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: Fandom are a group of people that exist based on interest, and fan circle phrases are the
essential lines in the expression of opinions and feelings by fan communities. This paper explores the meaning
production of fan circle phrases, analyzes and interprets the conventionality-oriented textual symbols in the
fusion context and the iconicity-based emoticons in the open context. The social performance symbols of fan
groups have their own specific stage logic, using strong resemblance representations to adapt to the rules of
public communication when performing on the front stage for the audience, while using textual symbols based
on a unified system of rules for independent representation to the backstage for the circle.

Key words: fandom; lines encoding; stage adaptation; symbolic meaning; dramaturgical expression
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