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Philosophical Perspective on Youth
Mao Zedong’s Concept of “Force”

ZHANG Jieke
(School of Marxism Studies, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: Youth Mao Zedong’s concept of “force” mainly focused on the three dimensions of material
force, physical force, and mental force. At the national level , the advancement of material force will lead to the
enhancement of national power and the elevation of the national status. At the individual level, physical force
is a tangible affirmation of individual existence, while mental force further questions the manner of individual
existence metaphysically. The philosophical contemplation of the concept of force by youth Mao Zedong aims to
unfold from the dual dimensions of exploring social historical dynamics and realizing Chinese modernization. It
not only philosophically defends the central question of the era,namely where China is going, but also carries a
thoughtful tendency regarding how Chinese path to modernization might be possible.
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