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Mao Zedong’s Cultivation of Marxist Belief During
the Yan’an Period and Its Contemporary Enlightenment

GU Shengxiu
(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing210023, China)

Abstract: During the Yan’an period, in the face of the severe challenges of the Chinese revolution, Mao
Zedong guided the people to cultivate a Marxist belief with the main contents of adhering to the cosmology of
dialectical materialism and historical materialism, firmly adhering to the two-step development goal, upholding
the fundamental belief of the people’s supremacy, and striving for the pursuit of personal liberation values.The
formation of this belief was due to Mao’s in-depth promotion of belief education centered on knowledge,
emotion, intention, and action, that is, strengthening the study and propaganda of Marxist theory, solving
practical problems with Marxist guidance, strengthening the revolutionary will to fight for Marxist belief, and
allowing the CPC to take the lead in practicing Marxism. Mao Zedong’s historical experience in cultivating
Marxist belief inspires the current need to continue to strengthen the theoretical foundation of belief, enhance
the personality appeal of belief, and strengthen the great power of belief in action.
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