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The Origin, Connotation, and Enlightenment of
Mao Zedong’s Investigation and Research Methods

TANG Shiyuan

(School of Marxism, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu)

Abstract: Mao Zedong attached great importance to investigation and research throughout his life, and he
was the pioneer and practitioner of our Party’s social investigation and research. Mao Zedong’s investigation and
research methods, as an important component of Mao Zedong Thought, were formed during the New
Democratic Revolution, developed during the Yan’an period, matured during the socialist construction period ,
and further enriched and developed in contemporary China’s practice. The profound connotation of Mao
Zedong’s investigation and research methods, as well as the multitude of analytical methods, are worth
exploring and summarizing the inspiration from them. In the new era of vigorously promoting investigation and
research, we must adhere to independence, seek truth from facts, and promote the sinicization of Marxism. We
must follow the mass line and firmly oppose various erroneous tendencies in investigation and research. We
must be problem-oriented, adopt correct methods, innovate investigation and research theories, and apply
more advanced theories and practices to China.
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