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Mao Zedong’s Investigations and the Foundation of
Philosophy of Practice Theory

LI Weiwu
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s investigation and the foundation of philosophy of practice theory are two original
contributions to adapting Marxism to the Chinese context. Despite obvious differences between them in terms of
discipline classification, they share the same intrinsic connection from Mao’s exploration of localization of
Marxism in China. For one thing, investigation has been a significant source for the formation of the philosophy
of practice theory. It is exactly in order to probe into and deal with the relationship between the universal truth
of Marxism and concrete realities in China that Mao Zedong carries out deep researches on the dialectical
materialism, thus establishing the philosophy of practice theory. For another, the formation of the philosophy
has established the patterns of dialectical materialism for the localization of Marxism, which provides
epistemology and methodology of the dialectical materialism for the Communist Party of China to understand
the world correctly, making investigation and gain a deeper guiding ideology of the Marxist philosophy.

Key words: Mao Zedong; investigation; practice theory; localization of Marxism
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