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Mao Zedong’s Thought on Exemplary Model Education
During the Yan’an Period and Its Contemporary Value

LI Zhisong & REN Yan
(School of Marxism Studies, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)

Abstract ; The exemplary model education is an important component of Mao Zedong Thought. During the
Yan’an period, Mao Zedong emphasized the criteria of selecting exemplary model based on time pace to
demonstrate national spirit, to fulfill the CPC’s responsibility with deep rooted service, and to unify the
personal value with the social obligations. He also highlighted issues that exemplary model education should
rectify oneself before correcting others, promote communist morality awareness, upbring the exemplary models
themselves and make good use of negative examples for warnings. By exploring effective methods of exemplary
model education in revolutionary practices, it has exerted important impact for exemplary setting and
exemplary model education in the new era.
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