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Qian Zhongshu’s “Thought of Sublimity” . Demarcation,
Orientation and Categorization

YU Chengfa' & LIANG Qiwan’
(1. School of Foreign Studies, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China;
2. School of Foreign Studies, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract: In view of disagreement on Qian Zhongshu’s “Thought of Sublimity” (hereinafter abbreviated
as “TS” ), such methods as close reading, interpreting Qian in his words, comparison and contrast, textual
research and comprehensive analysis are adopted to reinterpret the translation thought. In terms of spatial-
chronological demarcation, TS is based on the traditional Chinese culture and absorbs modern western multi-
disciplinary theories, thus being the quintessence of Qian’s scholarly philosophy of striking a connection
between ancient and modern, China and West as well as various disciplines. In terms of orientation for its
function, TS is average translators’ pursuit of the highest ideal of translation and translation experts and
masters’ realization of the highest standard, hence the commensurability between the highest ideal and highest
standard. In terms of categorization, TS is Qian’s fragmentary translation thought, which was aimed at
reappraising Lin Shu’s translations and conceived from Qian’s own translation experiences, rather than his
intentional construction of translation theory. The reinterpretation of TS helps to provide an accurate
understanding of its connotation and nature and carry forward Qian’s translation thought so as to promote the
creative transformation and innovative development of traditional Chinese translation theories.
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