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Three Dimensional Thinking of Mao Zedong’s
Exploration of Chinese Path to Modernization

WANG Mengke
(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing210023, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong was the pioneer and founder of narrating Chinese path to modernization. He had
made arduous exploration and practice for Chinese path to modernization and made historic contributions to it.
From the perspective of historical origin, in the face of the national historical disaster and social and historical
situation caused by the invasion of modern western modernity, Mao Zedong established a strong sense of
socialist modernization, laid the basic social conditions for Chinese path to modernization with the new
democratic revolution, and laid the historical direction and important foundation for Chinese path to
modernization with the socialist revolution. After the founding of the New China, Mao Zedong adhered to the
spirit of independence and self-consciousness to explore Chinese path to modernization, laid the independent
keynote of Chinese path to modernization, took a systematic project to promote modernization in an overall
way, and created a coordinated development path in line with the law of modernization. In the new era and
new journey, we should fully inherit and carry forward Mao Zedong’s wisdom in exploring Chinese path to
modernization, and create its new historical realm.

Key words: Mao Zedong; Chinese path to modernization; the “two-step” revolutionary strategy;

independence and autonomy; overall planning and consideration
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